
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 2 

AUG 3 0 2012 

Michele N. S ickcrka, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Water Resources Management 

290 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866 

New Jersey Department o f Environmental Protect ion 
Mail Code: 40 1-02A 
PO Box 420 
40 I East State Street 
r rcnton, NJ 08625-0420 

Dear Ms. S iekerka, 

·1 his is to prov ide you with the United States t:m ironmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) in itia l 

reaction to o ur meeting in Trenton on A ugust 16, 20 12, in which you and other representati ves of the 

New Jcrsc) Department of Environmental Pro tection (NJ DEP) provided to us and to other 

representati ves from EPA Region 2, the NJDEP's plan to address pollution from combined sewer 

overllows (CSOs). We appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and your staff on this im portant 

public health and environmental matter and look forward to working with you to see this proj ect move 

forwa rd in a significant, meaning ful way. 

EPA notes that NJDEP does not propose to devdop tota l max imum daily loads (TM DLs) fo r 303(d)­

listed waters in the New York/Ne"' Jcrsc) ll arbor. EPA notes that NJDEP vvill require CSO 

communities to develop and implement Long Term Control Plans (L TCPs) usi ng the .. presumption 

approach" set forth in EPA's C 0 Control Poli c) (Policy), 59 Fed Reg 18,688-1 8,698 (Apri l 19, 1994). 

EPA also no tes that NJDEP plans to use a regiona l approach in issuing individ ual permi ts to CSO 

communities who w ill cooperati vely develop L r e Ps V\ ith the T reatment Plant recei' ing the flows fi·om 

the combined sewer systems. 

NJDEP indicated its desire to require that LTCPs limit overflows !i·om combined sewers to no more than 

an average o r to ur events each year, w hich arc the result o f precipitation and which do not receive CSO 

Policy-de fined minimum treatment. EPA further notes that pursuant to secti on 402(q) o f the C lean 

Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1342(q). and in accord ance with the CSO Policy, perm ittees must develop and 

implement a post-construction compliance monito ring program to demonstra te compliance with 

applicable water qua lity standards, includ ing protecti on o f designated uses, and the effecti veness or CSO 

contro ls. 

We rl!q uest that New Jersey incorporate its plan in its Perlo rmance Partnershi p Grant (PPG) wo rkplan. 

Specili cally. the PPG should include a schedule lo r issuing dra n and final CSO ind ividual permits. A lso, 
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as we mentioned at the meeting, the PPG shoul d inc lude a list and a schedul e fo r NJDEP to establish and 
submit to the EPA, T MDLs for any New Jersey \\atcrs I pollutants currently identified as high priori ty 
on the la test approved N JDEP 303(d) li st. N.JDEP's PPG should incl ude a detai led schedule for the 
establi shment and submiss ion o fTMD Ls that N.JDEP ex pects to submit to EPA during FY 20 l3 and FY 
20 14 and a more genera l schedule fo r the establi shment and submission of T MDLs beyond the FY 20 13 
and FY 20 14 timc fra mc. S taff from NJDEP a nd EPA arc d ra ftin g language to this e nd for incorporation 
in the PPG. 

We are worki ng on the acti on items that we developed at our August 16 meeting. We have provided 
your staff with the Albany Pool permit language and a copy o f signagc that we have approved for the 
Jersey C ity Municipal Utilities Authority. We have provided an EPA headquarters contact regardi ng 
financial capab ility analysis. Additionally, allachcd is a li s t of the NJ CSO team from EPA, with contact 
information. These arc our management and staff leads; however, we may include additional staff as 
necessary to benefit the process. 

You also requested add itional training from the EPA. E PA staff has recently provided training to N.TDEP 
staff and we are very w illing to provide additi onal trai ning. Please have your staff contact Stan 

tcpha nscn at 2 12-637-3776 or stephansen.stanlcy@epa.gov with some idea of your train ing needs. 
We look forward to our next meeting in a few weeks. 

Sincerely, 

Dorc LaPosta, Director 
./"" Division of Enforcement and Compliance Assistance 

/;?-~ 
Joan Leary Matthews. Director 
Clean Water Division 



EPA J{egion 2 N.J CSO Team Members 

Name Title 
-------~ 

____ ji.:mail--_ _ _____ _ 
__ }_! ______ --- -

Phone 
---- -- ··- --- - -

Clean Water Division 
--- --- ---- - ----~-~c-=---c-=-=-c-

Dircctor _ mattlle\\s.joanacllil.'-\01 212~~37-372:\_ 
-

Joan l"v1atthe\\ s 

Depul)' Director uratl.jc!TIII'epa.gov 212-63 7_-3X7~ 
Acting Bra~rch Chic!' josilo.michcll~,pa.t;ov 21'-637-386_()_ 

: Jell ( ;rav. 
I ------

MichcJJc .losilo 
- ---

Karen O'Brien Acting Section Chic!' obricn.karcn a'cpa.l!iw ___ 212-637-3 717 
Stan Stcphanscl_l_. CSO Coordinator ~tcp!lanscl_l.st,lnl<')$CJ1a.gov 212-637-3776 

Dorc l.aPosta 
l'at Durack 
Doug McKenna 
I .arry Gaugl~~-· 

DianL' Ci01nes 

Kirn Kranu:r 

___ ,:Divisio11of Enforcement and_<:;:tH11JlJ_i_'II!£_e ~""'£e _ _ 

"'"" '" "''" '"' """ '« ,, '" """ ~212 -63 7 "'" 31_ 
Ocputl__l)ircctoJ_ Jur.rck.p<~t_I:ick'a ep.L!,!O\_ 212-63 7-4043 
Branch Chic!' rnckenn,J.Ullll!,!las \! epa.uo' 212-63 7 -4244_ 
I eam Le~HJc.:J &JUg_hJ hi! 1) fi~pa._g_Q\ 212-63 7-1950 

_ __ Office of Regional Counsel_ _ 

i Assistant Rcglm;dl wnes.dianclll;~pa.go\ 
Counsel 
-- -- - - --- ----· 

Assistant Rcg.Jonal kramer. k imrtn.ma. gov 

Counsel 
-------

212-637-3235 

212-637-3238 


